The boy departed. The girl's party rose to go. Bapu
turned to me and, without giving me a chance to state
my business, said : "Kaka, I have done a bit of cow-
protecting today!.When I talk of cow-protection, it is
not only of four-legged cows that I think. God alone
knows what we were letting that poor girl in for! A
great and very blessed work has been done this day."

Having said this, Bapuji gave his undivided at-
tention to my work. But the expression of deep content
lingered long upon his countenance.

83. PRACTICAL AHIMSA
In the beginning of our Ashram life we could not
get good milk, so we made our own arrangements* We
got good cows and buffaloes and set up our own dairy.
A few days later, however, Bapu explained to us
that the keeping of both buffaloes and cows would set
an example disastrous to the cause of cow-protection,
since to keep both means the ultimate destruction of
both species. The male buffalo is practically useless
from the agricultural point of view, and is therefore
slaughtered in infancy; while the female buffalo, who gives
richer milk than the cow, is the latter's most formidable
rival, and is retained in preference to the cow whenever
it is a question of choosing between the two. The cow
is then slaughtered for meat, while the bullock is kept
on account of its usefulness to agriculture. At all costs,
therefore, we must avoid setting any example which
might encourage the continuance of this state of affairs.
So, we got rid of our buffaloes.